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Newsletter: 4th September 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We are very much looking forward to reopening the school to all pupils from Monday 7th September. As our school 

community begins to come together under one roof once again, each pupil’s health and well-being will be of paramount 

importance. It’s really important that we don’t gloss over what has just happened but that we acknowledge it and learn from 

it. After all, this is a shared experience on a global scale and we all have our own unique stories to tell.  

 

Let’s Begin Again! 

While the staff team have been busy ensuring the school building is safe and secure and that we have robust controls and 

systems in place to minimise the risk of spreading infection, we have also been thinking about the changes we need to make 

to our curriculum to ensure that we have a whole school approach to helping the children settle back into the routine of 

school work and life.  Our chosen theme for the first two weeks of term is ‘Let’s begin Again!’ and includes a series of age 

appropriate activities focusing on;  

 

 A sense of community - helping pupils reconnect as a school community, recognising the important part each 

individual plays. 

 Rebuilding relationships - refocusing on friendships and positive relationships within school 

 Re-establishing routines - ensuring people settle back into school life, adjusting well to necessary changes. 

 Respecting space and social distancing - establishing a ‘new normal’ in relation to proximity and personal space. 

 Experiencing loss - supporting pupils as they struggle to understand their emotions. 

 

We will also be sharing a whole school text to start our academic year, which we have done in previous years. This is a lovely 

way to help nurture our sense of community and stimulate discussion and creativity after some time apart. This year’s book 

is ‘After the Fall: How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again’ by Dan Santat. This book encourages even the most afraid to 

overcome their fears, learn how to get back up and reach new heights.  We hope to share some of the children’s work on the 

class pages on the school website in the coming weeks.  

 

Whilst we are confident that many children will quickly ‘bounce back’ after the lockdown we are aware that there will be 
some children returning who have experienced bereavements amongst friends or family or who have experienced anxiety 
or stress during this time. Please do let us know if you think your children might need extra support when returning to 
school by getting in touch with me, Mrs. Hough (Acting Deputy Headteacher) or Mrs. Waine (SENco).  

CURRICULUM 

Although there will need to be some changes to the school’s curriculum to reflect the teaching time that was lost during the 

lockdown, we will continue to provide an ambitious, broad and creative curriculum. We will assess all pupils in the first few 

weeks of term to see where gaps are and to enable teachers to adapt our units of work to support individuals and groups of 

pupils.  We will continue to follow our themed units of work with a focus for Term 1 & 2 on English, Maths, RE and PSHE 

(Personal, Social and Health Education). 

Your child’s class teacher will be sharing more information about the learning for the term ahead including homework, 

reading and PE in the curriculum newsletter which will be emailed home next week. This newsletter will also include details 

of our virtual ‘Welcome to Year Group’ meetings which we hope you will be able to attend. In the meantime, we will be 

exploring socially distanced ways to hold our usual Parent Teacher Consultations towards the end of Term 1.  

INFORMATION RE SCHOOL REOPENING 
Many of you will have already seen the ‘School Reopening’ section on the school website’s homepage where you will find 

information regarding the plans for reopening as well as other information to help you prepare your child to return to school. 

The school newsletter dated 17th July can also be found here and you will note that much of the information that follows is 

repeated in this newsletter for your convenience.  
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It would be helpful if you could read the ‘My Back to School Bubble’ e-book with your child before they return to school and 

read through the one page social story which has simple information on how we will keep each other safe. The Lenny & Lily 

stories may also help children make sense of their experiences during the coronavirus pandemic, communicate their feelings 

and prepare for more change as they go back to the classroom. https://booksbeyondwords.co.uk/lenny-and-lily-childrens-

stories 

ATTENDANCE  
School will be open for all pupils in Years 1 to 6 on Monday 7th September. Parents of pupils in Reception and Nursery have 

already been given information regarding their child’s start date and time. The government has stated that attendance is 

compulsory from the start of the new school year. The school will therefore be recording attendance and following up on any 

absences and the Local Authority may issue fines for non-attendance.  If you’ve received clinical or public health advice that 

your child should still remain at home, please let us know and we will put a plan in place to support your child’s learning at 

home.  

If you have returned from abroad and need to self-isolate, please inform the school of your proposed return to school 
date.   

START AND FINISH OF SCHOOL DAY  

Staggered drop off and pick up times to reduce the number of parents and pupils at the school gates at any one time are as 

follows: 

 

Please note: 

 If you have siblings in different year groups, please bring your children to school in time for the earliest drop off time 

and collect at the later pick up time. For example, a parent with a child in Reception and Year 6 may drop both pupils 

off just before 8.45 (Year 6 start time) and collect them at 3.15 (Reception pick up time). This is designed to 

accommodate parents/carers and to avoid lingering around the school gates.     

 Parents/carers must follow the current guidelines for social distancing and the one way systems in place for 
dropping off and collecting your child and must not linger or gather in groups outside the school.  

 It is vital for the safety of all the community and the smooth running of the school that your child arrives for school 
on time and is collected promptly. 

 Parents/carers are not allowed into the school playground until further notice and pupils will go straight to their 
class on arrival after sanitising/washing their hands.  

 
CONTACTING THE SCHOOL 
Until further notice parents/carers are not allowed to enter the school building without being invited by a member of the 
senior leadership team. Please contact the school if you have a query or a concern or need to pass on a message or speak to 
the class teacher who will contact you as soon as possible. In the event of an emergency such as your child is unwell, you may 
enter the reception area via the front gate. You will be asked to wait until a member of staff invites you in and to maintain 
social distancing as displayed.  Only one parent at a time will be allowed in the reception area and you will be required to 
wear a face mask/face covering.   
 
 

http://www.stmaryangels.co.uk/_documents/%5B523741%5DCOVID19_006_My-Back-to-School-Bubble_English__1_.pdf
http://www.stmaryangels.co.uk/_documents/%5B526278%5Dcovid-19-social-story-1.pdf


WHAT DOES MY CHILD NEED TO BRING TO SCHOOL?  
Your child must bring a reusable water bottle to school each day which is clearly labelled with their name. We ask that this is 

filled up with water from home before you bring your child to school. The water fountains are out of use but we have 

measures in place to ensure your child can have access to drinking water throughout the day if they run out.  

School books/bags or anything else from home must not be brought to school for the first two weeks back. We will review 

this before the end of the second week and inform you if this changes.   

WRAPAROUND CARE: UPDATE  

Breakfast Club will start from Monday 14th September and will be open for the first two weeks to pupils of key workers who 

attended school during the summer term. These parents will receive an email from the school on Wednesday 9th September. 

From Monday 28th September Breakfast Club will be open to other pupils although at a reduced capacity of 25 pupils. A new 

online, cashless booking system will be in place more details of which to follow along with how to register for Breakfast Club.   

 

Fit for Sport continue to provide after school childcare at the Bayswater Children’s Centre for pupils aged 5 to 11 from 

Monday 7th September. For more details, please visit http://www.fitforsport.co.uk  

 

There will be no After School Clubs until further notice. The situation will be reviewed before the October half term.  

  
SCHOOL UNIFORM  
All children should be wearing the correct school uniform when they return in September. Pupils may wear summer uniform 

until October half term.  

SCHOOL LUNCHES  

Our catering team will provide packed lunches for pupils and staff for the first two weeks of the new school year which will be 

delivered to each class bubble and eaten in class or outside (weather permitting).  From Monday 21st September regular 

school lunches will resume which pupils will either have delivered to their classroom or eaten in the school hall. 

 

Packed lunches may not be brought in from home until further notice and this will be reviewed before the October half –

term. Lunches cost £2.20 per day.  The school no longer accepts cash or cheques so all payments must be made in advance 

and online at www.schoolgateway.com   

 
AND FINALLY… 
All we need now is your children! Please pass on to them how excited I am to see them after such a long time and how much 
the staff are looking forward to welcoming them into their new class. I hope they will be excited too to see our new sports 
pitch and Wall Ball wall in the Key Stage 2 playground and their new class names – all will be revealed on Monday! 
 
Yours sincerely  

  
Mrs. Wilson  

Headteacher  
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