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Newsletter: 2nd October 2020  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I am so very proud of how our school community has come together to enable the children of St. Mary of the Angels to 

return to school and to welcome new families into our school community. While the school day is very different in many 

ways as we work, eat and play in our ‘bubbles’, we are enjoying exploring new ways of bringing the school together via the 

wonders of technology and reintroducing routines and practices which help make the school day feel more normal.  

 

One of the greatest joys has been seeing friendships rekindle and how well the children have supported each other as we 

adjust to the changes.  None of this would be possible without your support for your child and your compliance with the 

adapted school rules and school day, and the work of the staff whose commitment and dedication to the needs of the 

children in our care is second to none. The children of St. Mary of the Angels are a credit to you and the school.  

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

While our attendance figures are understandably below the 97% we usually see in the first term of the school year, the 

average attendance has been around 93% which is great to see. Thank you for adhering to the staggered drop off and pick up 

times which have ensured a calm and safe start to the day for all year groups. I would urge you to ensure you maintain social 

distancing when lining up to collect your child – children have commented on several occasions that the adults are not always 

good at keeping their distance and we must strive to be role models for them, as well as do all we can to keep each other 

safe. If your child is late for registration i.e. arrives at school after the specified start time for their Key Stage, please take your 

child to the school office entrance, where you can hand them over at the school gate and provide a reason for their lateness 

to Ms Chadwick who is on duty at the gate from 8.45 or via the intercom. This will ensure that your child is registered 

properly and is particularly relevant to pupils in Years 5 & 6 who must be in class by 8.45 and pupils in Years 1 & 2 who start 

at 09.00. 

 

Welcome Meetings 

Thank you to all of you who joined your child’s class teacher for the online ‘Welcome’ meetings earlier this term. We hope 

those of you who were unable to join us managed to view the presentations which were uploaded to the class pages. We are 

now exploring the best way to hold our termly Parent Teacher Consultations which will take place after the half term break-

more information to follow soon. In the meantime, please continue to contact the school if you have a query or a concern or 

need to pass on a message or speak to the class teacher who will contact you as soon as possible.  

 

School Lunches 

I am delighted to say that the return of hot lunches in the third week of term was well received by pupils and staff. 

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 pupils eat their lunch in the school hall with a maximum of two classes/bubbles per sitting 

whilst Key Stage 2 pupils have their lunch delivered to class in covered lunch trays. The dining hall is cleaned between sittings 

and class tables are cleaned before and after pupils eat their lunch. The school has employed an additional cleaner between 

the hours of 11.00 – 14.00 to ensure cleaning happens throughout the school day with particular attention paid to high touch 

surface areas. 

  

While we hope that all pupils will continue to enjoy our delicious school lunches, parents who wish to provide a packed lunch 

for their child will be able to do so again after the October half term. Prior to this, we will be sharing guidelines on the school 

website regarding cleaning of lunch boxes and nutritional guidelines which we will expect parents to follow.  

 

Collective Worship 

Key to nurturing our sense of community was finding a way to bring the whole school together for prayer and worship and to 

celebrate individual progress and achievements. Our weekly Gospel and Star of the Week assemblies have continued via 



Zoom. We look forward to welcoming Fr. Keith back to school very soon and to hopefully returning to our parish church to 

celebrate Mass with the parishioners in our bubbles.  

  

National Poetry Day: Thursday 1st October  

The whole school celebrated National Poetry Day yesterday with an online poetry recital 

which showcased the collective talents of each class. The performances were enjoyed by 

all and each class have been awarded a certificate for their dedication to learning their 

class poem and for their performance. Please go to our school website to view the class 

certificates. Two special Headteacher Awards were presented to Fabio (Herons) and Abel 

(Swifts) who both performed an original poem.  We are blessed and thankful that our 

pupils are so willing to share their gifts and talents with us. Both pupils have given 

permission for their poems to be shared on our school website-we look forward to sharing 

these with you.  

 

School bags/book bags 

Pupils may now bring their school bag/book bag to school each day. Please note, pencil cases and bottles of hand sanitiser 

must not be brought to school along with any other unnecessary items. We also ask that you remove all but one small key 

ring from your child’s bag so that they can identify their bag. Large collections of keyrings and soft toys hanging from bags is 

not permitted. Parents are reminded that we do not have space to store umbrellas so please take umbrellas away with you 

when you drop your child off.  

Reading update  

Since March, we have been allocating online books for your child to read at home via Bug Club. The general feedback has 

been very positive so we will continue to use Bug Club online readers as part of our reading offer alongside home reading 

books which we will be sending home from Monday 5th October.  

Your child will be given a reading book on Monday along with their new reading record book. Books can be returned on a 

Thursday and returned books will be quarantined in a class box over the weekend, ready for distribution the following week. 

If your child has any reading books at home from before lockdown then please return to your child’s class teacher by 

Thursday 8th October. 

We continue to expect all children to read nightly and for parents to record this in the reading record. However, while your 

child’s class teacher will monitor the reading records they will no longer be signing it daily in line with our safe marking policy. 

Class teachers will make comments instead via Bug Club. 

If for any reason your child is having difficulty accessing their Bug Club account please contact me via the school office. 

Mrs Hough  

Wraparound Care Update 

Breakfast Club is now open to all pupils including Nursery. Bookings must be made and paid for in advance via 

www.shoolgateway.com and cost £3 per session. Breakfast Club takes place in the hall and opens at 07.45. We cater for up to 

25 pupils and pupils eat breakfast and play in Key Stage bubbles.  

 

Fit for Sport continue to provide after school childcare at the Bayswater Children’s Centre for pupils aged 5 to 11.   

For more details, please visit http://www.fitforsport.co.uk   

  

Mini Marathon 5th – 9th October 

Next week the whole school will be taking part in the first ever Virgin Money Giving Mini 

Marathon. For more information please see the letter from Miss Cox, our Heathy Schools 

Lead, sent home via email today.  

 

 

Black History Month 

Every October we join thousands of schools and people across the UK in celebrating Black 

History Month and the huge achievements of Black Britons and the Black Community. During 

the week beginning Monday 13th October we will be encouraging all to dig deeper, look closer 

and think bigger and we look forward to sharing what we have learnt with you via the school 

website.  
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School Council 

The School Council is a group of pupils who are elected by their peers to represent the views of all pupils in their class and to 

make their own valuable contributions to School Council discussion about the daily life of the school and how we can 

improve our school environment. In the past School Council members have helped out at the parish Christmas bazaar, taken 

part in the ‘Big Battery’ recycling event and have been instrumental in having improvements made to the school playgrounds. 

Congratulations to the following Key Stage 2 pupils who were duly elected by their peers to our School Council.  

 

Herons  Tommy & Calleigh 

Swans  Precious & Renz 

Pelicans  Annabelle & Jaidyn 

Swallows Otsaye & Tayla-Rae 

Kestrels  Todd & Kelly-Mae 

Swifts   Oliver & Cheyenne 

 

We wish them well in all their endeavours and thank them for offering to serve our school community. 

Nasal Flu Spray 

A reminder to parents/carers of pupils in Reception to Year 6 to return the completed consent form sent home earlier this 

week even if you do not wish for your child to receive the vaccine in school.  

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

   
Mrs. Wilson   
 

Headteacher   

  


