
Reading in Reception   

Essential Letters and Sounds 
 

30th September 2021 

Dear Reception Parents/Carers,   

Learning to read is an exciting journey for your child and we look forward to working in partnership 

with you to ensure your child learns to read quickly and read well. 

Essential Letters and Sounds 

From the start of this academic year we are using a new Department of Education approved phonics 

programme called Essential Letters and Sounds which will support your child in making good 

progress towards becoming fluent and confident readers.  

 

Phonics Meeting 

You are warmly invited to a Phonics Meeting for parents/carers of pupils in Robins and Sparrows on 

Friday 15th October at 2.45pm in the school hall.  

 

Little Blending Books (decodable texts) 

It is essential when learning to read that children re-read words and sentences that 

they can decode (sound out) until they can read them fluently (read with ease and 

precision). By reading texts several times children have the greatest opportunity to 

achieve this fluency. 

Therefore, starting tomorrow, we will be sending home a Little Blending Book each 

week which is a decodable text that is carefully matched to the sounds being taught 

in school that week. We ask that you spend 10 minutes every day reading this text 

with your child.  

We will change books every Friday so that you have a whole week to re-read each text 

several times to consolidate the sounds learnt in school and build your child’s confidence 

and fluency. This is especially important as they begin to learn that the sounds within our 

language can be spelt in different ways.  

 

Fluency book 

Your child will also be assigned a fluency book via Bug Club, our online reading platform 

to encourage quick, fluent reading and to develop your child’s reading comprehension 

skills. Information on how to access Bug Club can be found below. Your child’s Bug Club 

username and password is located at the front of their reading record.  

 

Sharing books 

We will only ask children to read books independently when they can decode these by themselves. 

Any books that are not yet decodable for your child will be a sharing book. These books are there for 

you to read with your child, helping instil a love of reading from the very beginning of their reading 

journey.  

 

Phonemes 

Each week your teacher will upload a short clip of the phonemes (sounds) taught that week at 

school via Seesaw. This will help you support your child in decoding (sounding out) the decodable 

texts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=R_91DamY8Gk
https://app.seesaw.me/#/login


Bug Club Online Reading Platform  

To find out more about Bug Club please click here. 

 

To log in to Bug Club 

1. Go to www.activelearnprimary.co.uk  

2. Enter the login details (found in your child’s reading record)  

3. Your child’s homepage will appear. 

For further support in logging in to Bug Club please click here.  

If you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me or Miss Keane 

(Foundation Stage Lead). 

Finally, we look forward to seeing you at the Phonics Meeting on Friday 15th October at 2.45pm. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Hough 

Deputy Headteacher (Acting) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=R_91DamY8Gk
http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=paOEVzjgwnk

