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Newsletter: 15th October 2021 

 

Dear Parents, carers, pupils, staff and governors  

 

2021 MINI LONDON MARATHON 2021 

Congratulations to all the pupils who took part in the Mini Marathon event. Every single pupil 

completed the 2.6 mile challenge with many clocking up many more miles. We are delighted to 

announce that we have surpassed our fundraising target and raised an amazing £2282.60! We trust 

that the children are delighted with their very special medals which they can show off to friends and 

family. We are still collecting sponsorship money and will let you know if the grand total increases.   
 

NATIONAL POETRY DAY 2021: THURSDAY 7th OCTOBER  

As the weather was fine last Thursday afternoon, we decided to hold our National Poetry Day recital in the Key Stage 1 

playground. This was the first time the whole school has gathered together in person since March 2020 and it was an 

absolute joy to witness and be part of. Each class performed their poem as an ensemble and did so confidently to the 

great enjoyment of the audience. Well done everyone! 
 

FOUNDATION STAGE FUN DAY: FRIDAY 8th OCTOBER  

Sticking on the theme of gathering together, our 'Foundation Stage Fun Day' on Friday 8th October was a great success.  

Thank you to all who donated raffle prizes, cakes and toys and to everyone for making this such a wonderful community 

event. It was wonderful to welcome so many parents and carers into our school grounds and to welcome new families in 

to our school community. Thank you also to our staff team who always work so hard to organise and run these events.  

All in all a perfect example of our home school partnership in action. We also raised £297 for resources for the Foundation 

Stage playground which is much appreciated.  
 

THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE 

To commemorate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, there is an additional bank holiday on Friday 3rd 

June 2022. As the additional Bank Holiday falls in the summer half-term, schools are required to 

amend the 2020/2021 school year by one day.  Therefore, school will close at 1.30pm on 

Thursday 16th December and not Friday 17th as per the published school dates. We look forward 

to celebrating this very special jubilee with the nation next summer.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

We are delighted to announce that we will be once again rewarding classes with the best 

attendance over each half term with some extra Golden Time on the last Friday of each 

half term. Stars are awarded each week for the highest attendance in Key Stage 2 and 

Foundation Stage/Key Stage 1 and displayed on a special board in the school hall. The 

attendance stars are awarded during our ‘Star of the Week’ assembly every Friday 

morning. The overall attendance for the whole school as of today is 95.5% which is great 

to see and which we hope to maintain.  
 

MASS 

Key Stage 2 pupils and staff will be attending Mass at St. Mary of the Angels Church on Wednesday 20th October at 

10.30am. Parents and carers are most welcome to join us.  
 

PARENT GOVERNOR 

We received one nomination for the vacant Parent Governor post. Therefore, Mrs Tolu Ayoola is duly appointed as 

Parent Governor for a four year term as of 11/10/2021. We thank Mrs Ayoola for putting herself forward for this 

important role on the governing body where she will serve alongside our other parent governor, Mrs Kareline Daguer 

Van Dijk, foundation governors and our LA governor.  
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HALF TERM 

A reminder that school closes for the autumn half term on Friday 22nd October at the usual time and reopens on 

Monday 1st November.  

 

PRIMARY SCIENCE QUALITY MARK 

We are delighted to announce that St. Mary of the Angels has been awarded 

the Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM). This prestigious award has been 

given in recognition of our school’s commitment to excellence in science 

teaching and learning. We now join a group of 4000 schools across the UK who 

have been awarded the PSQM since its national launch in 2010.  
 

The Primary Science Quality Mark is led by the University of Hertfordshire, 

School of Education in collaboration with the Primary Science Teaching Trust. 

Associate Professor Jane Turner, PSQM National Director said: “There was never a more important time for primary 

children to have a high-quality science education. The Coronavirus Pandemic has made everyone aware of the impact of 

science on our daily lives.  Primary schools have an important role to ensure that children understand how science works 

and keeps us healthy and safe. Schools that have achieved a Primary Science Quality Mark have demonstrated a significant 

commitment to science teaching and learning, even at this challenging time for schools.  The profile and quality of science 

in each awarded school is very high. Children are engaging with great science both in and outside the classroom, 

developing positive attitudes towards science as well as secure scientific understanding and skills. Science subject leaders, 

their colleagues, head teachers, children, parents and governors should be very proud.”  
 

Miss Wakley, who left us at the end of the last academic year, is to be congratulated for her hard work leading science 

and putting together our school’s submission for the award. Miss O’Brien has taken over the leadership of Science this 

year and is looking forward to ensuring the profile of science remains high at St. Mary of the Angels.  
 

GO GREEN FOR CAFOD 

A reminder that on Friday 22nd October we will Go Green for CAFOD. Pupils and staff are encouraged to wear 

something GREEN in exchange for a voluntary donation of £2 which will be given to CAFOD.  We look forward to seeing 

everyone in their school uniform but wearing one green item on the day. We will be joining thousands of schools by 

watching a special ‘Go Green’ assembly on the day to find out how we can help communities who are protecting nature 

and dealing with the climate crisis around the world. You can join in at home too!  

https://cafod.org.uk/News/Events/National-assemblies   

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty.  
Fill us with peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts 

of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united 

with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 

for justice, love and peace. 

Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ 

 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Mrs Wilson                       Mrs Hough 

Headteacher                    Acting Deputy Headteacher 
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