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Dear Parents, carers, pupils, staff and governors  

ADMISSION TO NURSERY & RECEPTION 2022 

The first of two meetings for prospective parents and carers was held earlier this week and it was an absolute pleasure to tell 

the visitors all about our school and to take them on a school tour. The second meeting is on Thursday 2nd December at 9.15am 

and parents/carers of children due to start Nursery or Reception in September 2022 are warmly invited to book a place by 

contacting Mrs Murphy at reception@stmaryangels.co.uk For more information about admissions and how to apply for a place 

please click here.  

 

THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

The year from 8th December 2020 to 8th December 2021 was proclaimed by Pope Francis as the Year of St. Joseph, recognising 

the special virtues of St Joseph that make him an inspirational saint relevant today. During assembly this morning our Year 6 

liturgy leaders led us in prayer as we started a Novena. Novenas are a tradition dating back to the Early Church, when Jesus’ 

disciples spent nine days in prayer after Jesus’ ascension into heaven. At the end of the nine days, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost, giving the disciples strength and courage to continue His work. Our Novena will conclude on the 8th December 

2021, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.  

 

Prayer to St. Joseph 

St. Joseph, when you had difficult decisions and challenges in your life  

You were open to God.  
You trusted God and said “Yes!” 

We pray for all the people who have worries and difficult decisions to make. 

Holy Spirit, bring them peace and openness to God. 

Help us to listen and to be open to God’s help 

 

Amen 

 

YEAR 5 RESIDENTIAL TRIP: SAYERS CROFT 17TH -19TH NOVEMBER  

Our Year 5 children had an action packed three days at Sayers Croft last week 

taking part in a range of team building and adventurous activities including 

orienteering, archery and climbing.  We are incredibly proud of how well they 

supported each other and behaved – they are a credit to the school and their 

families. Of course, the trip wouldn't be possible without the dedication of 

our staff who give up their time with family and friends to look after the 

pupils. A big thank you therefore to Miss O’Brien, Miss Hulands and Miss Davis 

and to all the parents who passed on their thanks to the staff in person or by 

email. Your kind words are much appreciated.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS DATES  

Wednesday 1st December Advent Carol Service at Westminster Cathedral (Year 6 only) 

Friday 3rd December Christmas Movie Night  

 Own Clothes Day - £1 voluntary donation to North Paddington Food Bank 

Tuesday 7th December  Foundation Stage Nativity Performance (Nursery parents only) 9.30pm 

Wednesday 8th December                 Foundation Stage Nativity Performance (Reception parents only) 2.30pm 

Wednesday 8th December                 Key Stage 1 trip to see Santa at Paddington Central  

Thursday 9th December                     Christmas Lunch 

                                                               Christmas Jumper Day - £1 voluntary donation for St John’s Hospice   

Monday 13th December  Key Stage 2 Carol Service 2.30pm at St. Mary of the Angels Church  
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Tuesday 14th December  Key Stage 1 Nativity Performance Goldfinches – 2.30pm  

Wednesday 15th December  Key Stage 1 Nativity Performance Kingfishers time – 2.30pm 

Thursday 16th December  End of Term 2/School closes at 1.30pm. 

Tuesday 4th January 2022  School Opens for start of Term 3 

Please note, only two adults per child will be admitted to watch the Nativity plays in school. Numbers in the church are not 

limited.  
 

CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT: FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER  

Further information about the forthcoming Christmas Movie Night was sent home via email earlier today and includes details 

of the cost and pick up times on the night. To book a place for your child please log on to www.schoolgateway.com Bookings 

close at midday on Thursday 2nd December.  

 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR: CHANGE IN REQUESTED DONATION  

We have been in contact with the North Paddington Food Bank regarding our planned donation of food items and the staff 

there have requested that we make a financial contribution instead due to the difficulties of collecting and storing items. 

Therefore we have decided to cancel our Reverse Advent Calendar appeal and instead ask that all pupils make a £1 voluntary 

donation to North Paddington Food Bank on Friday 3rd December. In exchange for their voluntary donation, pupils can wear 

their own clothes to school on Friday 3rd December. 

 

LONDON CALLING—DONATE A WINTER COAT 

Please keep your donations coming in. The closing date for donations will be Friday 10th December. 

 

LIGHT UP A LIFE EVENT/CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

As you may recall from previous newsletters, we have made a very special link with St 

John’s Hospice this year. Our Mini Vinnie teams have asked that we hold a Christmas 

Jumper day on Thursday 9th December where pupils and staff are invited to wear a 

Christmas jumper and make a £1 donation to help support the work of the hospice. The 

hospice team have kindly invited our Key Stage 2 School Council and Mini Vinnie 

representatives to open the very special Light Up a Life ceremony at St John's Wood 

Church on Monday 6th December by singing a Christmas carol. This is a fantastic 

opportunity for the pupils and we are delighted that they will be representing our school 

family at such a wonderful event. If you would like to come along to the event or watch 

the live performance virtually, then please click here to book a ticket. The ticket price 

includes entry to the church, a live link and refreshments at Lords Cricket Ground 

following the service.  

 

KEEPING WARM 

We continue to do all we can to mitigate risk and reduce the spread of infection in school. This includes keeping windows and 

doors open whenever possible to ensure our classrooms and communal spaces are well ventilated. All of our classrooms now 

have a CO2 monitor in place and we are closely monitoring the read outs which to date have shown that we are well under the 

specified limit that would be a cause for concern and require increased ventilation. Now that the weather has turned colder 

we hope the monitors will help balance the need to keep us all warm with the need for good ventilation with staff being able 

to gauge when to increase the ventilation in their classrooms. However, we recommend that you send your child to school 

wearing an extra layer of clothing such as a vest/t-shirt under their uniform or a navy/dark blue fleece or gilet / body warmer 

that they can wear over their uniform on class. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

This Sunday will is the First Sunday of Advent and the beginning of the new liturgical year. Advent is means 'coming' 

and is a time to reflect on how we can prepare our hearts and homes for Christ’s birth in the world as it is today.   

 

HANUKKAH 

This Sunday is also the start of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah and we look forward to Mrs Waine’s special assemblies next 

week where we learn about how and why this festival is celebrated all over the world.  

 

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Wilson                       Mrs Hough 

Headteacher                    Acting Deputy Headteacher 
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