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Dear Parents, carers, pupils, staff and governors  

‘May the joy of the Gospel be always in our hearts, especially this Christmas.’ Pope Francis 

A Message from the Chair of Governors 
On behalf of the Governing Body, I would like to congratulate Mrs. Wilson and her staff for a successful OFSTED report. This 
has been another challenging year for us all and the staff have worked tirelessly to keep our children safe.  Faith, education 
and safe keeping of all our children remain our key objectives which has been praised within the OFSTED report. The Governing 
Body will continue to support and push for improvements where necessary to further enhance our provision for the children 
and the community they will one day serve. I would like to wish you all a peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year. 
Ike Offiah,MBE 
 
A Special Visitor! 
On Thursday 9th December we had a very special visitor at St. Mary of the Angels…Father Christmas! He arrived just before 
the children’s Christmas lunch and delivered full to the brim sacks of gifts for all the children. Each class in turn greeted him 
with a carol or festive song and he was very pleased by the warm welcome and the children's singing.  
 
Christmas Lunch 
After the visit, the children were treated to a fabulous Christmas lunch. A special thank you to Mr. Vacarri, Mrs Coldham, 
Mrs Patrascu and Mrs Benhalima, our catering team, who do such a splendid job all year round in providing healthy and 
delicious meals for the children and staff.  
 
Nativities and Carol Service 
We were delighted that so many of you could join us for the outdoor performances of songs from our Foundation Stage and 
Key Stage 1 nativity plays. While it was not what we had planned, the staff worked so hard to ensure that the scene was set to 
showcase the children’s marvellous singing and costumes and to give all gathered a warm welcome. The children were so 
excited to perform for you and the weather was kind to us which was a blessing. As you know, earlier this week we welcomed 
back Ricky and David from 2020TV who filmed ‘The Wriggly Nativity’, ‘Gabriel’s Big Break!’ and the Key Stage 2 Carol Service 
and we hope to be able to email you the links to each performance before the end of the week so that you can enjoy them 
with your family and friends. Please ensure you download and save the video as the link will be only be live for 30 days from 
issue.  
 

Faith in Action 

An essential part of our Advent journey is thinking of others and we would like to thank you for your generosity once again this 

year with your cash donations as part of our reverse Advent Calendar for North Paddington Food Bank, donations of coats and 

jackets for the Calling London Winter Coat campaign and cash donations to St John’s Hospice on Christmas Jumper day which 

raised an amazing £210.  

 

Light up a Life Service 

A special thanks to our Mini Vinnie and School Council representatives who opened the Light Up 

a Life ceremony at St John's Wood Church on Monday 6th December by singing a Christmas carol. 

The service gave thanks for the work of the hospice and remembered all the families who have 

lost loved ones this year. We are very proud of all our pupils for all their hard work and 

enthusiasm towards this project. They are wonderful ambassadors and showcased our school in 

the best light possible. 

 

Poetry Workshop: Swans Class  

Earlier this term, as part of a project with the Poetry Society, Swans class participated in a day’s writing workshop with 
acclaimed poet Cheryl Moskowitz. After learning about the history of the Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square which the people 
of Norway have given to the people of London every year since 1947 in gratitude for Britain's support for Norway during World 
War II, the children collaborated with Cheryl and created a wonderful class poem about this special gift entitled ‘Look at Me’. 
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This is the second year in a row we have worked with The Poetry Society and Cheryl was once again amazed by the creativity 
and talent of the children in our school. We hope enjoy the poem which you can read by clicking here.  
 

Key Stage 1 Visit to Paddington Central  

On the morning of Wednesday 8th December our Year 1 and Year 2 pupils were invited to 

Paddington Central to see Santa Claus who arrived by boat along with his trusted reindeers 

and Arctic friends. The children were treated to breakfast at Pergola-Deck The Halls and 

many said it was their best trip ever! 

 

Winter Mini Reading Challenge 2021 

For the Summer Reading Challenge this year we teamed up with WWF and explored nature and action for the 

environment with the Wild World Heroes. This winter we are very excited that the Wild World Heroes are back 

to help with the Winter Mini Challenge! Join the Wild World Heroes as they embark on an Arctic adventure to 

find out about the creatures that live there. You will find out about the environmental issues facing this remote 

place and might even spot a narwhal or two. Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple: all you have to do is read at 

least three books between Wednesday 1 December 2021 and Sunday 16 January 2022. Once you’ve read a book, add it to 

your website profile and write a review to let everyone know what you thought. Add 3 books (or more) to complete the Winter 

Mini Challenge and become a Wild World Hero! There’s a brand new certificate AND a limited-edition virtual badge for every 

Wild World Hero who completes the Mini Challenge. There is even a handy Reading Record to help you keep track of your 

winter reads. CLICK HERE to get yours! 
 

Farewell Mr. Adams 

Mr. Adams, our PE coach, leaves us at the end of term to take up a more senior position within the QPR Rising Stars Team. We 

wish him all the best in his new role and thank him for all his hard work. We are pleased to say that our new PE coach Mr. 

Bryant has been teaching alongside Mr. Adams for the last two weeks to ensure a smooth handover.  

 

Sporting News 

Congratulations to our Year 6 cricket team who recently took part in and won the Westminster Schools Indoor Cricket 
Competition at Lords Cricket Ground. Jack, Elie, Wemi, Tristan, Anabelle, Tyler, Ruby-Jo, Amber, Jordan & Aaron will now 
progress to the next stage of the competition representing Westminster which is a wonderful achievement.  
 
After School Clubs 

Bookings for our after school clubs opens at 8am on Wednesday 5th January 2022 via www.schoolgateway.com. Clubs start 

the week beginning Monday 10th January.  

 

Term 3 

School reopens for pupils on Tuesday 4th January 2022.  

 

Prayer and Worship 

Click here to read the Christmas edition of the Wednesday Word. 

 

And finally… 

Many of us continue to wonder what is happening to our world in light of the ongoing pandemic and yet despite the many 

challenges the pandemic continues to place in our paths, our school community has demonstrated great resilience throughout. 

It was into a similarly turbulent world that Christ was born and brought hope to our world. Celebrating the birth of Christ 

reminds us that he came into our world with his message of hope, faith and love for all. A message that is as important now, 

as it was at the time of his birth. Christ remains our hope, our joy and our inspiration.  

On behalf of the governors, staff and pupils of St. Mary of the Angels, I wish you and your loved ones a Happy and Holy 

Christmas.  

 

God Bless  

Mrs Wilson                        Mrs Hough 

Headteacher  Deputy Headteacher (Acting) 
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